262                  NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

" You are all my blood brothers whether you are Hindus or
Muslims. Supposing you go mad and I have a battalion at my
command, would I have you shot ? No. I would not like to be
shot myself, if I went mad. My friend's son went mad. I had
to send him to the lock-up but I would not have him killed."

Today the madness of communal frenzy had taken possession
of the country. People talked of country-wide riots on June
2nd. He was convinced none of them wanted rivers of blood to
flow. One had to put up with mad frenzy and not begin to be
frenzied himself by way of retaliation.
Harijan, 8-6-1947
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FROM AMERICA
Mr. Richard Gregg writes from U.S.A.:
" Today's New York newspaper carries a dispatch from New
Delhi stating that you have given up hope of living for 125 years
and that there is no place for you in India because of the
deluge of violence. If this report is substantially correct, I foeg
you, please reconsider your attitude. As I see the matter there
f is far more at stake than present violence in India, even if
this should last for fifteen years.
" India is the source of the deepest and strongest spiritual
insight-and culture in the world. It is also the most enduring.
Despite the grave harm that has been done to Hindu culture by
the modern loss of religion and contact with the West which
so fully embodies that secularism, Hindu culture still stands
supreme. Most of the world will soon be ruined by violence and
greed and godlessness, but I have hpped that there would be a
remnant, no matter how small, in India which would keep its
spiritual anchorage and be an island of hope and spiritual in-
sight which may once more be the source of life and sanity for
the stricken world.
"More than anyone else, you represent that Hindu culture,
and the continuance of your life is of great importance to all
the world. Even though for a time the number of those who
agree with you and truly follow the road of ahimsa may shrink
to only a handful, the very sinallness makes possible an enhance-
ment of quality and spiritual power. Then when mankind have
learned better out of their suffering, (it seems to be the only
way most of them can learn), they will turn agajn to the spiri-
tual sources. We may not tell God that if violence (the folly